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Appendix 2
Legal Drugs – Parameters for use

Smoking

This school is a non-smoking environment.  Any student found smoking in school or during the school day will be given a school detention and parents will be informed.  Any smoking equipment or materials such as cigarettes, lighters, matches, cigarette papers etc will be confiscated by staff.  Exclusion will be considered as an appropriate punishment for students who repeatedly break this no smoking rule.

Alcohol

There may be occasions when the school agrees to the use of alcohol on the school premises by adults.  Students may not consume alcohol on school premises at any time.

Solvents

Sniffable solvents may be in use in Technology and Art.  Departments must have safety procedures to control access and use of these substances.

Medicines

The use of medicines on the school site is carefully monitored.  Students must always bring a note from their parents.  In some cases a doctor’s letter may also be required.

Response to Situations Involving Drugs
Emergency

A person is found unconscious as a result of drug use.  Staff with first aid qualifications should be called and the person not left alone.  The person will be placed in the recovery position and an ambulance called.  The parents and police will be informed.  An assessment of the incident started including finding out what has been taken and evidence is gathered.  A report of the incident should be written down and given to the Deputy Headteacher.  The key staff involved will decide whether disciplinary and/or counselling action will be taken.

Intoxication
The person will be removed to a quiet room and not left alone.  A senior member of staff and the first aider will be called.  The person will be helped to calm down and medical assistance sought if necessary.  The parents will be informed and asked to come to the school.  A report of the incident will be written down and given to the Deputy Headteacher.  Key staff involved will decide whether disciplinary and/or counselling action should be taken.  The police may be informed.

Alcohol

Anyone found suffering from the effects of alcohol will be removed to a quiet room.  The parents will be informed and asked to come to the school.  The police may be informed.  A report of the incident will be written down and given to the Deputy Headteacher.  Key staff involved will decide if disciplinary and/or counselling action should be taken.

Disclosure

A student discloses to a member of staff that s/he has been using drugs.  Teachers will be non-judgemental and caring and will show concern for the pupil’s welfare.  Students will be told that teachers are not able to promise confidentiality.  Information about the student will only be given to key people.  Parents will be informed.  Police may be informed at the discretion of the Deputy Headteacher.

Suspicion/Rumour

Staff will take action on the basis of rumours of drugs or a belief that a student is using drugs and inform the Deputy Headteacher and other key members of staff.  If there is a suspicion, evidence will be collected and the student(s) involved may be questioned in the process.  Parents will be kept informed of strong suspicions that the school has in regards to students and drugs.

Possession of Illegal Substances

Drug Related Incidents
· Possession of an illegal substance for students own use.

· Possession with intent to supply harmful substances within school boundaries, on school trips and on the way to or from school.

· Discovery of drugs or paraphernalia within school boundaries, on school trips and on the way to or from school.

· Intoxication of a student.

· Disclosure of drug misuse by a student.

Sanctions

In line with our Behaviour Policy, students who breach the rules regarding illegal substances and paraphernalia can expect serious disciplinary actions.

· A permanent exclusion is always considered if the student is found with a quantity of an illegal substance, whether it is on their person or hidden in another area of the school (e.g. locker).

· Fixed term exclusions may also be considered.  The decision rests upon the Headteacher.

Illegal substances are substances that are classified as Class A, B or C under the Misuse of Drugs Act.

Sanctions/ Tariffs that are applied
Each situation is judged on its merit.  The Headteacher will recommend to the Governors based upon factors such as:

· Class of drug

· Frequency of misuse

· Impact upon the heath and safety of individuals

· Admission versus denial 

· First offence versus persistent offender
· Possession of a small quantity versus persistent supply
Class A Drugs

Include:

Ecstasy, LSD, heroin, cocaine, crack, magic mushrooms (whether prepared or fresh), methylamphetamine (crystal meth), other amphetamines if prepared for injection.

Penalties for Possession:


Up to seven years in prison or an unlimited fine.  Or both.

Penalties for Dealing:
Up to life in prison or an unlimited fine.  Or both.

Class B Drugs
Include:

Cannabis, amphetamines, Methylphenidate (Ritalin), Pholcodine.

Penalties for Possession:

Up to five years in prison or an unlimited fine.  Or both.

Penalties for Dealing:

Up to 14 years in prison or an unlimited fine.  Or both.

Class C Drugs
Include:

Tranquilisers, some painkillers, GHB (Gamma hydroxybutyrate), ketamine.

Penalties for possession:

Up to two years in prison or an unlimited fine.  Or both.

Penalties for dealing:

Up to 14 years in prison or an unlimited fine.  Or both.

