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TANBRIDGE HOUSE SCHOOL 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Philosophy

The Tanbridge House School English Department believes that the teaching of English is the medium by which we invest students with control over their lives and destiny.  If they understand how language operates on and within them they develop a greater sense of individuality, and thus develop a sense of responsibility to others in their use of language.

Language is the tool, which creates democracy and so gives students power, control, choice and responsibility.

Aims

Our aims are to encourage students to become as competent as possible in the four language modes: spelling and listening, reading and writing.

This competence would be evinced through the students’ ability in the following areas:

1) the handling and manipulation of language

2) recognising when language is being used for particular reasons so they can make informed choices

3) the giving and receiving of information

4) responding in an appropriate manner to a given situation and developing logical thinking

5) reading for pleasure

6) reading perceptively and analytically

7) problem solving and developing logical thinking.

THE DEPARTMENT ASSESSMENT AREAS

The English course aims to develop students’ language abilities in the areas of Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing.  From Year 10 students are prepared for examinations in language and literature.

Speaking and Listening

Oral work is an integral part of the English course.  Students will be encouraged to participate in a range of speaking and listening activities in which they describe and narrate, explain, collaborate, discuss and talk about language. 

Reading

Students will study all genre including contemporary writing and pre-twentieth century literature. They will also encounter a range of media and non-literary texts.  Learning about language and acquiring a terminology which assists in its discussion and understanding is integral to these studies.

Writing

Writing will be produced for a variety of purposes in different forms in appropriate language.  Students develop an increasing understanding of the different organisational  requirements of written and spoken forms, writing in Standard English where appropriate and editing for technical accuracy.  Students will also be prepared to write under exam conditions.

Presentation

Students will use word processors to re-draft and develop compositional skills; and use Desk-Top Publishing as an aid to presentation and communication.

Objectives

Speaking and Listening (En1)

Students will:

1) Articulate experience and express what they feel and imagine;

2) Understand, order and present facts, ideas and opinions;

3) Show a sense of audience and an awareness of style in a variety of situations;

4) Recognise different levels of explicit and implicit meanings and attitudes in a variety of contexts;

5) Communicate a sensitive personal response to what is heard, read and perceived;

6) Reflect on and evaluate ways in which they and others use spoken and written language in different contexts and for different purposes.

Reading (En2)
Students will:

1) Communicate a sensitive and informal personal response to what is heard read or seen;

2) Understand and evaluate facts, ideas and opinions which they encounter in their reading;

3) Recognise different levels of explicit and implicit meanings and attitudes in texts which vary in style and complexity;

4) Understand and appreciate choices which writers, including themselves, make in language, structure and form to achieve the effects which they want;

5) Read for pleasure;

6) Read to retrieve particular information for study purposes.

Writing (En3)
Students will:

1) Write about their experiences and express what they feel and imagine;

2) Understand, order and present facts, ideas and opinions;

3) Show a sense of audience and an awareness of style in a variety of situations;

4) Exercise control of appropriate grammatical structures, conventions of paragraphing, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling;

5) Understand and appreciate choices which writers, including themselves, may make in language, structure and form to achieve the effects they want;

6) Revise and re-draft work where appropriate.

Presentation

Students will:

1) Spell correctly words which are appropriate to their level of achievement in writing;

2) Check and correct final drafts for misspellings and other weaknesses in presentation;

3) Write fluently and legibly;

4) Present finished work appropriately and attractively.

GROUPING

In KS3 the students are grouped as part of the whole school setting arrangements.  Students are placed in their Year 7 teaching groups according to the KS2 TA.  The whole school Monitoring of Progress system allows for movement between groups on a termly basis.

In KS4 the students are divided into two parallel ability groups consisting of six sets each.  The students are placed in sets according to the SATs result and their teacher assessment, gender and friendship groups are not taken into account.  The sets are reviewed in the Autumn term and students who have been misplaced are moved.  Otherwise it is unlikely that a student will be moved unless it is for the purpose of entering them for Literature.

It is Department policy that where possible students are taught by a range of teachers.

STAFF AND THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES

Head of Department

Second in Department

Miss Sarah Powell – teaches English across the age range and is based in EN4.

Key Stage 4 Responsibility 

Mr Andy Davis is responsible for administration to support KS4.

Exam results for 2006
The results were very pleasing:

English A*- C 69% of entry.

Literature A*- C 67% entry.

Accommodation

The English department has a suite of seven rooms, a communal resource area, store rooms and an office, which form a cluster in the Riverside building.  All English teachers have an identifiable base in which they tutor and teach.  The Department is well equipped with its own word processors, video and TV units and recording equipment.  OHPs can be used in all of the rooms.  Both staff and students make good use of the school library and prescribed reading lessons are held in the LRC every two weeks at KS3.
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