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JWH/KSD


12 April 2010


Dear Parent/Carer

As the Easter break draws to a close, I wanted to make my usual direct contact to you in order to review the spring term and to look forward to future events.  

The term started with unprecedented levels of snow.  It was of course a difficult period for all concerned but I felt that our communication and decision making was good and this was reflected in the very supportive and pragmatic approach you took with regard to inconveniences that inevitably arose.  

From this difficult starting point, the spring term has moved from strength to strength and I am delighted by our progress both in and out of the classroom.  Recently, we carried out a mock Ofsted inspection with a consultant Headteacher, Peter May.  His conclusions were very positive and he commented that “The school’s teaching and learning has undoubtedly progressed over the past year”.  I was delighted too by comments made by UNICEF’s Director, Maura Hayes, during her Rights, Respecting School Award visit – THS became the first secondary school in the county to gain accreditation and by Francis Maude’s hugely positive article about the school in the West Sussex County Times.  

On the sports fields we continue to excel and a particular high spot was seen when our Under 16 Boys’ football team beat Warden Park 2-0 to become County Champions.  Our Spring Concert which took place at The Capitol Theatre was a successful delight too.

I am sure that all of these factors will be noted by Ofsted as and when they visit – this could be as early as the forthcoming summer term.  Despite a new framework, which “raises the bar” in terms of performance and grading for truly comprehensive schools such as Tanbridge House, I am confident that we will gain a very positive report.  Ofsted will also contact you directly for your views and opinions, I urge you to be as positive as possible!!  In the meantime, you can of course use our Parent Forum meetings and the school surveys to register your views as they arise.  A particular area of interest may be our proposed change of timings to the school day.  
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Standards of discipline and conduct remain strong.  On this note, I would like you to pay particular attention to Mrs Zazzaro’s letter regarding uniform and footwear sent at the end of the spring term.  We are also going to have a purge on Ipods.  Whilst I am not averse to their use in the school, students will be reminded that they have no place in the classroom unless they are part of a whole class learning tool as agreed by the teacher in charge.  Unfortunately confiscations may arise if these basic requirements are not adhered to.

Over this holiday period the school has been a hive of activity, with students enjoying a ski trip to France and many Year 10 and 11 students “suffering” the rigours of exam preparation.  Can I thank students for all of their efforts and my staff for giving up their time so freely.

I am really looking forward to the summer term as the weather improves and our beautiful school site is shown to its full potential.  The production of Les Miserables at the The Capitol on 22, 23 and 24 June should provide a real highlight.  In September we will be welcoming 271 new students to Tanbridge House which follows on from the huge numbers who made an application to join the school when admission applications were made in October 2009.  This provides yet another sign of the school’s progress and confidence.

I look forward to seeing you over the course of the next few months.

Yours faithfully




Jules White
Headteacher 
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