JW/PMA/PAR 0901

January 2009

Dear Parent,

Working together for the child - Parental Survey Analysis and Family Learning Workshops
Firstly, may I wish everyone a Happy New Year and I hope you have all had a restful Christmas.  Although it is hard returning to work after the Christmas break, I am excited about the forthcoming year.  

You may remember that in October I wrote to you all asking for your comments about the school and if you had any interest in attending workshops relating to academic or community issues, may I thank you for your returns as they have been useful in supporting the evaluation of the effectiveness of the school.  I have analysed the data from the survey and you will find some headline figures later in this letter.  In response to your replies, this term sees the start of the workshops in the form of Family Learning sessions designed to support Parents and their children on pertinent issues.  Also, I had a very productive meeting with the Parent Forum discussing how the Parents and Tanbridge House School can work together to further develop support for its community.  
Parent Survey – Headlines
The results from the survey were very positive and reflect the ongoing progress that we are continuing to make as a school community. The following brief summary of results reflect those parents who expressed an opinion.  94% of parents stated that their child likes Tanbridge House School (THS) and 98% felt that their child was safe at school.  93% believed that THS had improved over the last year and 95% thought the teaching was good.  The school will obviously continue with its high standards and expectations and the promotion of positive behaviour of its students within the local community.  Naturally, we will continue to foster a positive learning environment in school and promote mutual respect between staff and students.  

There were one or two key areas identified that Tanbridge House could improve upon. Some aspects of homework provision were highlighted as an issue that parents considered needed review.  Also, some parents were a little concerned that, at times, a prompt return call had not been received after a parent had contacted the school with an issue.  All of the points raised have been presented to staff and the Governors and are being addressed this year.  In addition to these headlines, a full presentation of the results can viewed on the school website (please follow the links via the “Parent” pages).  

Family Learning Workshops

In response to your interest shown I have arranged the first of two workshops to be held on Tuesday 27 January (6pm-7.30pm), "ICT in the 21st Century".  The session will raise awareness of the benefits and dangers for parents and their  children relating to the use of Information and Communication Technology today.  The key topic will look at using the Internet (including internet safety) and the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) to support your child's learning.  The second session on Monday 2 February (6pm-7.30pm) will focus on the importance of "Revision sites to support your child's learning" e.g. MyMaths, BBC Bitesize and SamLearning.  Both of these sessions will be fully interactive and will be  held in our fully equipped ICT suites.  Please return the reply slip for either or both of these sessions if you wish to attend stating how many will attend.  The sessions will be led by Simon Harding, Assistant Headteacher and Leader of ICT.  You are welcome to attend on your own or with your children and refreshments will be provided.  In addition you were interested in other workshops, so I hope to arrange a “First Aid at home” workshop later this term and “How to raise a happy and confident child” workshop in the summer.  I will publish further details in the Parent Bulletin and on the school website.
Parent Forum
As previously mentioned, the Parent Forum will be meeting on Wednesday 4 February 2009 at 6.30pm in the Main Hall to further discuss how the Parents and Tanbridge House School can work together to develop support for its community.  All are welcome and I would like to see you there.  If you are interested then please come along.
Important Note

Please note a change to the previously published date for the Year 9 Parents Evening.  This will be on Thursday 12 February, not Friday 13 February.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your help and support for the school and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Yours faithfully
Peter Marshallsay

Assistant Headteacher

(------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Working together for the child – Family Learning Workshops

Name of Student…………………………………………….    Tutor Group…………………

Name of Parent(s)…………………………..…………………………………………………………

E-mail or contact details:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

I/We would like to attend the Workshop on Tuesday 27 January from 6.00-7.30pm, in the ICT suite.
Number of people attending………………………………………

I/We would like to attend the Workshop on Monday 2 February from 6.00-7.30pm, in the ICT suite.
Number of people attending………………………………………

Signed………………………………………………………………………

(Please return to Mr Marshallsay by 21 January)
