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TANBRIDGE HOUSE SCHOOL

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

BACKGROUND

Physical Education at Tanbridge House School is a popular subject, offering a challenging and well-taught curriculum.  The OFSTED report commented, “Good Quality Teaching resulted in effective learning by all groups of students”.

We aim to develop in young people the enthusiasm, competence and understanding to pursue an active lifestyle, by regularly taking part in some form of purposeful activity.  The department prides itself on the high standard of achievement, very good participation rates and positive motivation, which is shown by the students across both key stages.

Principally the post will involve delivering a Physical Education programme across the Key Stages, with a possible opportunity to teach mixed KS4 groups.

ACCOMMODATION

The Department has excellent facilities including a new six badminton court sports hall, a fully equipped gymnasium, six outdoor netball/tennis hard courts, a floodlit all-weather pitch and extensive fields ideal for rugby, football, athletics, rounders and cricket.  

PERSONNEL

The Department consists of six specialist Physical Education teachers – two male and four female (one part-time).  The Department works closely together to achieve a well planned and balanced curriculum for pupils across the full age and ability range.

GROUPING IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In Key Stage 4 a carefully structured programme is taught, where there is depth and variety.  Students choose which three activities they prefer and study all aspects over a prolonged period of time.  New and recreational activities are also introduced in Key Stage 4 work.  

KEY STAGE 4 COURSES

BTEC
This is a new course being offered for September 2006.  A BTEC First Certificate is a practical, work-related course.  Students learn by completing projects and assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. 
It introduces students to the employment area they have chosen and provides a good basis to go on to a more advanced work-related qualification.
Physical Education – GCSE

Physical Education has been established as a GCSE course since 1998 (AQA).  The examination results awarded in 2002 were 86.4% (A - C), in 2003 64.8% (A - C), in 2004 67.3% (A – C) grades, in 2005 67.7% (A – C) grades and in 2006 76% (A - C) grades.
Dance – GCSE

Dance is a fully established and successful course at GCSE level (NEAB).  The examination results awarded in 2002 were 90% (A – C), in 2003 50% (A – C), in 2004 83.3% (A – C) grades, in 2005 58.3% (A – C) grades and in 2006 69% (A - C) grades.

The OFSTED report recognised that “the proportion attaining A* - C grades passes has continued to improve since the course first offered and in 2002 was well above the National Average”.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Tanbridge has an extensive programme of clubs and teams.  OFSTED reported that “very good extra-curricular provision throughout the year extends students’ learning experiences”.

Inter-school matches and tournaments are entered in all the major games and the school has had particular recent successes at district and county level in cross-country, athletics, football and basketball.

Dance productions have been staged and we are looking to develop this further in the future.
The Department is looking to employ a highly motivated, committed and enthusiastic teacher who will continue to maintain and develop the high standards of the PE Department.

The successful candidate should be able to develop positive relationships with pupils and demonstrate excellent teaching skills as well as being able to deliver Examination courses in PE.   Commitment to extra-curricular provision is essential in order to maintain and extend the excellent opportunities already provided. 
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