JW/CSM/PAR/UPDATE
September 2008

Dear Parent/Guardian
I wanted to take this opportunity to formally welcome you “back” to the start of a new academic year at Tanbridge House School.  I hope you had an enjoyable summer and the weather during August did not become too difficult to bear during your work or holiday commitments.
Thanks to the considerable work undertaken by a range of colleagues during the summer break, we have been able to hit the new academic year “running”.  As I have indicated previously, considerable investment has been made across the school.  This has been particularly evident in new building works in Maths, Music and Performing Arts and a superb new ICT infrastructure which serves every faculty area.  

Of course, our main excitement came on August 21st when Tanbridge House was able to celebrate record results for GCSEs.  You are probably aware that we gained 76% 5+ A* to C and 60% 5+ A* to C including English and Maths.  Most pleasingly, the achievement across all ability ranges has risen well above the standard score of 1000.   Students are, therefore, making significant progress when their GCSE results are compared to their academic starting point on arrival at Tanbridge House.  We are now, of course, determined to maintain and improve upon these achievements over the coming years.  

The continued drive towards higher academic standards will continue and I am confident that new classroom practices and curriculum developments will allow youngsters to fulfil their full potential.  As you know, I also believe that such standards are underpinned by the maintenance of excellent basic standards relating to areas such as readiness for learning, conduct and uniform.  Can I again thank you for your ongoing support in these areas.  Students have returned to school looking smart and ready for the job in hand.  
Cont’d….

Sadly, I must pass on some difficult news.  Recently, Dean Herridge lost his long term battle against Leukaemia.  He was a well liked boy, respected by everyone at the school and our thoughts are with his family and friends.  Two colleagues, Mrs Powell (SENCO) and Ms West (Leader of Year 7) have also been seriously unwell and of course we wish them a speedy recovery.  In the meantime, their roles are being ably looked after by Mrs Hawes (Leader of Learning - Inclusion) and Mr Moloney (Acting Leader of Year 7).  

Soon, one of my senior colleagues, Mr Marshallsay, will be contacting you to further my plans to connect more regularly with parents in order to gain a strong “Parent Voice” and I look forward to us all shaping plans in this area together. 
Our use of ICT, particularly our virtual learning environment, will certainly support this process.  I also hope that you have received this correspondence via “ParentMail” so that expenditure on postage and paper can be minimised as well as allowing our communications to be more reliable.  If you need to find out more about “ParentMail” please contact Shona Clough – Examinations Officer at sclough@wsgfl.org.uk.
Please make a note in your diary that we are hosting our Open Evening for Year 6 on the 2nd October and the school will therefore close at 2:30 p.m. to prepare for the evening ahead.  School will commence as normal on Friday 3rd October.
The mood around the school from both my colleagues and students is incredibly upbeat.  We know that we are making significant progress and I look forward to contacting you regularly over the forthcoming academic year to further update you.

Yours sincerely
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Jules White
Headteacher







